LETTER LXIII.

January 8th, 1787.

THE following is the substance of the news from Cour-
land, as authentic as can possibly be procured.

The chamberlain Howen, an able man, the first
and the only person of understanding in the country (for
the chancellor Taube*, who might otherwise counterpoise
his influence, is destitute of mind and character); Howen,
I say, is become Ober Burgrave, by the sudden death
of the Prime Minister, Klopman. After this event fol-
lowed a torrent of re-placings and de-placings, in none
of which you are interested, and concerning which it will
be sufficient for you to know that every recommendation
of the Duke has been absolutely rejected and contemned.
The Baron of Mest-Machor, the Russian envoy by a formal
and direct recommendation, occasioned the election to
alight on Howen, who once was the violent enemy of
the Russians, by v/hom he had been carried off from
Warsaw, where he resided as envoy from Courland, and
"banished into Siberia. Here he remained several years.
By a concurrence of circumstances he is become Russian.
It appears that the Cabinet of Petersburg has preferred
the gaining of its purpose by gentle measures, and in-
tends amicably Lo accomplish all its designs on Courland.
Howen is in reality Duke of Courland, for he executes
all the functions of the dukedom, and converts or over-
awes all opponents. Woronzow, Soltikow, Belsborotko,
and Potemkin are absolute masters of Courland, as
they are of Russia; with this only difference, that Po-
temJdn, who possesses a library of mortgages and bank
bills, who pays nobody, corrupts everybody, who sub-
jects all by the energy of his will and the extent of his
views, soars above Belsborotko, who is politically his
friend; above Woronzow, who is capable but timid; and
above Soltikow, who is wholly devoted to the Grand

Duke.
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